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Hermann Fasching, Chief Inspector Mineral Mines and Quarries

In 2022 we’re taking a new approach to our reporting data and have 
condensed our previously-monthly MMQ periodicals into a quarterly 
report. 

This change allows us to provide a more holistic view of the industry and 
highlight the work we’re doing as a regulator to administer safety and 
health legislation to Queensland’s resource industries. The new format 
provides better quality data and more focused reporting to highlight key 
learnings from the previous quarter.  

I hope that you will find this new format to be insightful and add it to your 
other safety management resources. Share the details with your 
colleagues and talk about them at meetings and briefings. The more we 
shine a light on safety matters, the better prepared we are to address 
them every day. 

On other matters, I want to acknowledge that reporting of high potential 
incidents to the inspectorate is improving across industry. However, the 
inspectorate is still encountering situations where high potential incidents 
should have been reported but weren’t. 

It’s a requirement that all high potential incidents must be reported to the 
inspectorate. So while we always hope for less incidents, we expect to see 
increased reporting next quarter. 

To recap, a high potential incident is an event, or a series of events, that 
causes or has the potential to cause a significant adverse effect on the 
safety or health of a person. For example, if a person is injured and is 
transported offsite for treatment, this is most likely a high potential 
incident and must be reported.

Finally, do share your feedback about this report with our inspectors and 
let us know if there are other items you would like to see reported. 

From the Chief

Our vision – ZERO SERIOUS HARM
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Trevor Brown, Deputy Chief Inspector Mineral Mines and Quarries
Exploration sector are on the map 
A productive webinar was held with exploration stakeholders in late 
2021 to introduce our key focus areas and increase our engagement 
with the sector. We look forward to working more closely with the 
sector during 2022.

Timing is important when reporting high potential incidents  
During December (historically a quiet period) we noted a significant 
increase in the number of high potential incidents reported to the 
inspectorate (+38% on 5-year average). 

While this was an encouraging outcome as the industry seeks to 
increase its overall reporting, inspectors noted some late reporting 
around key incidents like transportation of injured workers from site 
where their conditions later deteriorated. Timely reporting of 
incidents as soon as they occur allows for prompt review and should 
be a priority for the industry. 

Kerri Melkersson, Executive Director, Occupational Health
Deadline approaching for establishment of respiratory health 
surveillance
The transitional period to establish mandatory respiratory health 
surveillance for new and continuing workers in mineral mines and 
quarries will come to an end on 1 September 2022. 

This means that by this date, all site senior executives will have 
ensured that workers have undertaken a respiratory health 
surveillance medical, and that systems and processes have been 
updated to accommodate  periodic medicals. 

As at 31 December 2021, 86 cases of mine dust lung disease have 
been reported to RSHQ, for workers with a history of MMQ exposure. 
This continues to demonstrate the importance of workers undertaking 
periodic medicals to identify changes in lung function or early signs 
of lung disease. 

More information, including standards and suggested examination 
and report templates, can be found at:
Mineral Mines and Quarries Respiratory Health Surveillance

News and updates from RSHQ
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https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/mining-energy-water/resources/safety-health/mining/medicals/mineral-mines-quarries-respiratory-health
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Top 10 hazards for quarter

Biohazard, high voltage source/lightning, 
restricted visibility and strata failure all 
scored 2.

Industry Worked
7.3 Million Hours

For every 
million hours 

worked:

Totals 
incident:

17.7 HPI’s
(HPIFR)

0.5 SA
(SAFR)

4
Serious

Accidents

129
High Potential 

Incidents 0 Deaths

The hazards were:

This activity is for the period Oct 1 - Dec 31 2021 only
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Head injuries while clearing blocked crusher
A Site Senior Executive was using a crowbar to assist in removing a blockage from a Barmac crusher while 
the crusher was still rotating. The crowbar became entangled in the crusher and has struck the Site 
Senior Executive in the head.

Key takeaways

• Always isolate and lock out plant 
before working on plant. 

• Maintenance activities must 
verify isolation devices are 
functioning as per OEM and 
SHMS requirements.

• Ensure that workers are 
competent for the task that they 
are performing.

Safety & Health Management System (SHMS) 
• The SHMS didn’t include how to isolate plant to allow safe access to clear blockages. 
• The workers did not assess the risks before inserting the crowbar into the rotating crusher.

Serious 
Injury 

Hit in the head by a 
crowbar

Clearing blockage in
a rotating crusher

Crusher operating 
and not isolated 

Isolation procedures 
not followed 

Isolation devices 
faulty

Placed crowbar into 
crusher through 
access window

Contributing factors

Why? Why?

Why?

Why?

Maintenance
The isolation device for the crusher had been identified as being faulty and had not been repaired.

Clearing blockage from the crusher
The site did not have a documented procedure for safely unblocking a crusher. 
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Worker struck by inner jaw swing liner
While undoing the tension rods at the back of the jaw crusher to change a swing jaw liner, the rear toggle 
plate has fallen out of its seat, striking a worker on the back and shoulder. The worker fell forward, 
striking their head on a steel beam, and falling onto the ground below.

Key Takeaways
• If the task changes or is varied, work 

must be stopped and the hazard and 
risk assessment reviewed to identify 
any additional or altered controls 
needed

• Stop a task if the JSA is found to be 
inadequate and validate that all 
workers are on the same step of the 
JSA throughout the execution of the 
task

Engineering solution
• Jaw bolts have been redesigned so that 

the jaw plates can be replaced without 
the need to remove the toggle plate.

Supervision
The supervisor had identified shortcomings in the 
JSA, but these hadn’t been rectified when work 
commenced. The workers were at different steps 
on the JSA.
Risk Management 
The JSA was missing a step that required the swing 
jaw to be secured to the pitman arm
The JSA did not reference the removal of the 
tension rods or toggle plates
Workers worked under an unsecured suspended 
load.
OEM Documents
The OEM Manual was found to be missing 
information associated with this task.

Serious 
Accident

Worker struck by 
falling toggle plate

Work completed 
under a suspended 

load

JSA did not include 
securing of 

suspended load

OEM manual does 
not reference this 

step

Workers did not 
identify new risks

Task variation not 
assessed

Contributing Factors

Why? Why?

Why?

Why?

Toggle 
Plate

New solution
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Franna crane rolls during two-crane lift and carry
Two Franna cranes were being used to complete a dual lift to dismantle pugmill bins. During the lift, one 
of the chains slipped unexpectantly causing the centre of gravity to suddenly change. Due to the impact 
of the change, one of the Franna cranes has rolled onto its side.

Key takeaways
• Whenever multiple cranes are being 

used for a lift, a lift plan must be 
developed and followed.

• Contractors must submit their Safety 
and Health Management Plan for 
the task prior to arriving on site and 
reviewed once onsite . 

• Risk controls must be regularly 
reviewed to ensure they are in place 
and effective.  

• Lift slings and chains must be 
checked to ensure they are secure 
and cannot slip.

Safety and Health Management Plan (SHMP)
The contractor had not submitted their SHMP to 
the SSE or Contract Manager prior to commencing 
the work
During the slinging of the load, one of the chains 
was caught on a part of the bin. When the lift 
commenced, this chain slipped. 
The contractor did not have a lift plan for the task.

VEHICLE 
ROLLOVER

Franna crane rolled 
onto its side

Chain slipped, shift in 
centre of gravity

Chain was attached in 
a way that allowed it 

to move

Chain not fitted 
correctly

Contractor did not 
submit Safety and 

Heath Management 
Plan

No lift plan

Contributing Factors

Why? Why?

Why?

Why?

Lift Chains
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Interstate and around the world

Location What has been happening
Worker injured by failed components - a worker, standing underneath a hopper of 
a mobile jaw crusher, was struck on the ear by failed components whilst using a 
chain assembly. For more information refer to the investigation information 
release 21-04.

While trying to align a conveyor belt, a worker was drawn into a dangerous nip 
point, seriously injuring their arm. The worker was able to access the operating 
conveyor, because of inadequate guarding, but was unable to reach an 
emergency stop device. For more information refer to the safety alert.

Elevated work box falls from integrated tool carrier - A work box detached and fell 
two metres from an integrated tool carrier (IT). The work box hit the ground and 
rolled 90 degrees onto its side. Two mine workers located in the work box, were 
partially ejected from the work box and suffered minor injuries. For more 
information refer to the safety alert 21-01.

Hazards associated with use of e-cigarette devices - There was a report of an
incident where an electronic cigarette battery spontaneously ignited in a worker’s
pocket while he was travelling in a ute with two other workers. For more
information refer to the mines safety bulletin #181.

Tyre explosion following lightning strike - A coal mine worker in the crib hut for 
the pre-start meeting saw lightning strike a truck in the park-up area. Shortly 
afterwards, the position five tyre on the truck exploded. For more information 
refer to the safety alert #383.

AC causes explosion - A mine worker was driving a truck in an underground mine 
when an explosion in the truck’s cabin caused serious burns to the worker’s face, 
hands and chest. Fortunately, the workers eyes were protected from the blast by 
safety glasses. For more information refer to the safety alert #384.

Worker sprayed with battery acid - A contractor’s excavator was found to have a 
dead battery. This was plugged into a RAPID 480 charger/starter. After being on 
charge, the battery exploded, spraying battery acid onto the operator. The 
operator had correct PPE and was not seriously injured. For more information 
refer to the safety alert.
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Health topics: Heat
We all know QLD is known as the sunshine state. But it also means we are highly prone to be 
impacted by heat. Did you know that most people feel comfortable when the air temperature 
is between 20°C and 27°C and when the relative humidity ranges from 35 to 60 per cent. In 
QLD we get a wide variety of weather, with our state’s highest recorded temperature being 
49.5 degrees and our lowest being −10.6.

Heat Exhaustion Heat Stroke
Headaches

Nausea and vomiting

Fatigue, weakness and 
restlessness

Thirsty

Anxiety

Poor coordination

Weak, rapid pulse

Sweating rapidly

Raised body temperature

Headaches

Nausea and vomiting

Rapid Pulse

Extremely Thirsty

Dry, swollen tongue

Disorientated, dizzy or 
delirious, slurred speech
Body temperature more 
than 40c
Convulsions, seizures or 
coma
May be sweating, skin 
may feel deceptively 
cool

WHAT TO DO
• Lie down in shade or air-conditioning
• Drink water
• Cool compress or tea towel
• Cool shower or bath

WHAT TO DO
• Seek medical assistance immediately
• Call 000 Immediately
• Reduce temperature until ambulance 

arrives

Managing the risks of working in heat – Factsheet SafeWork Australia

Heat Wave Map – Bureau of Meteorology

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/Working%20in%20Heat%20Fact%20Sheet_0.pdf
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/heatwave/


Key engagement & activities

KEY ENGAGEMENT
RSHQ board - Industry leaders briefing in March (online only)

KEY TRAINING - BOE

FE
BR

UA
RY

Rockhampton Thursday 3rd 09:30

Brisbane Monday 7th 09:00

Dysart Friday 11th 09:00

Mackay Wednesday 16th 09:00

Moranbah Thursday 17th 09:00

M
AR

CH

Rockhampton Thursday 3rd 09:30

Brisbane Monday 7th 09:00

Dysart Friday 11th 09:00

Mackay Wednesday 16th 09:00

Moranbah Thursday 24th 09:00

AP
RI

L

Brisbane Monday 4th 09:00

Rockhampton Thursday 7th 09:30

Moranbah Thursday 14th 09:30

Mackay Wednesday 20th 09:00

Dysart Friday 22nd 09:00

Bookings must be received at least one week prior to the session date. 
BOESecretary@rshq.qld.gov.au
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LOCATION DAY TIME

mailto:BOESecretary@rshq.qld.gov.au


Key engagement & activities
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OTHER BUSINESS
New Inspectors

Mark Genge Inspector of Mines Mechanical Townsville

Vinod Vanga Inspector of Mines Mining Mount Isa

Daryl Brooker Inspector of Mines Brisbane

Roman Diasamidze Inspector of Mines Chemical Mount Isa

Rafael Lopez Inspector of Mines Occ Hygiene Mount Isa

James Bambrick District Workers Representative Mount Isa

William Tangye District Workers Representative Mount Isa



Contact

Townsville: (07) 4447 9282

Mt Isa: (07) 4745 4117

Brisbane: (07) 3330 4273

www.rshq.qld.gov.au
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Use the camera on your 
smart phone to scan and 

connect to the Mines 
Inspectorate where you can 
report an incident, locate an 
office or talk to an inspector.
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