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Annual exposure monitoring data – Inhalable dust, Welding Fume, DPM

Expanding the database to include Noise exposure

QGN welding fume & RS16 polymeric chemicals

NO and NO2 monitoring request 

Mobile cabin ventilation and implementing RS20 expectations

2025-2026 inspection focus



Annual exposure data review

Reports issued August 2025

• Full Report

• Infographic summary

.
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Request to submit annual data

• Ensure your site is collecting noise data in the supplied 
format for 2025 

• First submission will be requested in early 2026 for

- 2025 noise data (fields mandatory ie: LCpeak.) 

- 5 years historical noise data (2020 – 2024) 

(some fields not mandatory ie. Lcpeak) 

• Scheduled to align with annual monitoring data request

- Inhalable dust, Welding Fume, DPM, Noise.

Expanding the database to include 
Noise with audits to follow



Public consultation closed 

Final review before release end 2025. 

Takeaways

• Outlines criteria for monitoring welding fume exposure.

• Includes more specific SEGs .

• Latest information on control options .

Expectations

• Conduct a gap analysis on QGN with your SHMS.

• Consult with shutdown maintenance coordinators/ 
planners to plan monitoring.

• Identify additional welding SEGs on your site and consult 
with hygiene providers .

• Review & implement fume control options for your site .

QGN: Welding fume 
management
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Final drafting next week (Nov 18) before release for 
public consultation. 

Takeaways (for exposure)

• Operational zone boundary changes

• Biological & atmospheric monitoring

• Health surveillance captured in Res-Health

• Heat management for impermeable clothing 

• Additional microchamber head space test

Expectations

• Review & provide feedback on draft 

• When gazetted conduct a gap analysis

RS16: Polymeric Chemicals



Requesting NO and NO2 monitoring data

Workplace exposure limits for nitrogen oxides (NO & NO2), 10x fold reduction proposed 
by Safe Work Australia, may have significant implications for underground coal mines. 

Initiative presented at DPM forum (23 July) and CMSHAC (26 August)

Information requested: 

Monitoring period: 17 October to 31 January 2025.

Sampling periods: Minimum 30 shifts.

Work locations: Development Panel, Longwall Panel and Place change/Bord & Pillar operations.

Sampling points: Tag Board, Last cut through, and Return.

Ventilation quantity in each sampling location.

Measurements required: NO, NO₂, CO concentrations using calibrated personal gas detectors (PGDs).

Report data using template supplied, by 28 February 2026
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Requesting NO and NO2 monitoring data
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Continuing to see gaps in the roll out of this 
on sites. 

Directives and SCPs being issued.

Areas for improvement include: 

• HME cabin ventilation standards –
pressurisation (20 or 50 Pa), HEPA filtration 
(fresh intake & recirc), pressure monitoring.

• Respiratory protection program

• Exceedance investigation process (RS14)

• Education on dust awareness

RS20: Dust control 
in surface mines
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Gap analysis against QGN 32 completed & SHMS updated. Implementation of 
Heat TARP effective.

Heat

Dust controls specified in RS20 are being applied, monitored and maintained 
effectively in practice.

HME mobile cab ventilation standards documented and installation complete. 

Dust - Surface 
mines (RS 20)

Dust controls specified in RS15 are being applied, monitored and maintained 
effectively. Dust control TARPs effective and respond when conditions change. 

Dust – U/G 
mines 

Gap analysis against QGN Weld Fume. Exposure monitoring of relevant SEGs. 
Implementation of higher order control options in addition to RPE (PAPR).

Welding Fume

PHMPs for dust & airborne contaminants aligned with CMSHR s 102A and QGN 35 
Critical controls, performance standards & trigger levels.

HRA, PHMPs

Future Focus Areas for Inspectorate



Questions? 
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Thank You
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Coronado for hosting the venue and catering



Thank You
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Two forums planned for 2026

Send through your requests for Topics and Locations using the 
Feedback form



Please provide feedback
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www.rshq.qld.gov.au

Fritz Djukic: Fritz.Djukic@rshq.qld.gov.au

Andrew Batterson: Andrew.Batterson@rshq.qld.gov.au

Eliza Gill: Eliza.Gill@rshq.qld.gov.au


