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FORENSIC CRASH UNIT
• Investigate fatal and 

serious injury transport 
related incidents (road, 
rail, water, air).

• Investigate fatal workplace 
incidents.

• Investigate deaths caused 
by electrocution. 

• Crashes where there is 
evidence of criminal 
negligence.
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Our investigations 
result in:

• Enforcement.

• Education.

• Engineering.

• Recommendations to Coroner or other 
relevant authority.



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL 

FORENSIC CRASH UNIT

• Criminal Investigations

• Coronial Investigations

• Civil court matters
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CRASH 
INVESTIGATION

• Witnesses.

• Photographs.

• Mapping.

• Crash Analysis – inspections / 
tests.
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Vehicle inspections. 

Mechanical condition.
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Vehicle Inspection

CDR 

(airbag module)

Berla

(entertainment unit)
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Environment
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The Human Element

Driver error

The Fatal Five

Speeding

Alcohol, drugs, medication

Mobile phones

Seat Belts

Fatigue
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FATIGUE

• Fatigue contributes to 20-30% of all 
deaths and severe injuries on the roads. 

• Fatigue doesn’t only relate to falling 
asleep at the wheel, even brief lapses in 
concentration can have serious 
consequences. 

• On average, 31 people are killed and 462 
seriously injured each year on 
Queensland roads as a result of crashes 
where fatigue played a part – the 
number is probably much higher as 
fatigue is difficult to police and prove. 
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The vehicle from the previous slide. 
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FATIGUE

Driver is personally 
responsible for their 
actions on the road.

At 100 km/hr you 
travel 28m/second. 

That’s a football field 
every 3.5seconds. 

Fatigue – you can 
feel it coming.

Fatigue – a 
predictable 

consequence of not 
sleeping.

Fatigue – can be due 
to coming down off 

drugs.

Police will look at 
driver’s actions pre-

crash.
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FATIGUE

Legal Consequences:

Dangerous Operation of a 
Vehicle (3 years);

Whilst Adversely Affected (5 
years);

Causing GBH / Death (10 
years);

Causing GBH/Death whilst 
Adversely Affected (14 
years). 
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FATIGUE
Personal Consequences

Loss of job = Loss of income.

Loss of lifestyle.

Loss of family/friends. 

Living with the trauma of killing or severely 
injuring someone else. 
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