
 

 

 

 

Facilitating High Reliability Organisation behaviours in Queensland’s Resources 

Sector and Modernising Regulatory Enforcement   

Consultation Regulatory Impact Statement (CRIS) Summary – Petroleum and Gas Stakeholders   
Below is a summary of the topics that are of particular interest to stakeholders in the petroleum 
and gas industry. This summary should be read in conjunction with the content contained within 
the CRIS document.    

Page/s Topic  Relevance 

1-31 Introduction/Background These pages provide the introductory material 
and background reading. 

Specific changes relevant to the PG Act 

143-147 Gas device approval authorities 
(GDAA) 

• This proposals aims to amend the 
GDAA provisions in the PG Act so that 
framework for the gas device approval 
scheme is clear and unambiguous. 

• The proposal for different types of 
GDAA aims to future-proof the 
legislation allowing for the easy 
inclusion of different types of GDAA as 
they are required (for instance, for 
approval of hydrogen fuel cells). 

147-151 Biogas Digesters Changes are proposed for domestic biogas 
digester systems, including:  

1. Domestic biogas systems become exempt 
from being operating plant.  

2. Classification of a domestic biogas system 
to be under 50kW with no fee payable. 

3. A definition of domestic biogas system to 
be inserted.  

4. A clarifying definition of an industrial 
appliance to be inserted. 

5. Further requirements to be added into the 
Queensland Gas Work Authorisation 
Requirements. 

Other changes which also effect Petroleum and Gas Inspectorate 

74-82 Improved data and incident 
reporting by operators  

It is proposed to align the penalty provisions 

for incidents of failure to report under the 
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Petroleum and Gas legislation to 100 penalty 

units. 

It is also proposed to require that a designated 

accident or incident is immediately reported 

orally (similar to provisions currently relating 

to prescribed incidents). 

82-85 Information sharing to improve 
safety 

 

This proposal has impacts to information 
sharing and specifically proposes to amend the 
PG Act to clarify that the Minister, CEO and the 
chief inspector can publish information about 
a prescribed incident (which includes a 
dangerous incident), the holder of the relevant 
authority and where the incident occurred. 

86-89 Enforceable undertakings (EU) This proposal is to introduce EUs under the 
Resources Safety Acts. EU’s offer an 
alternative to having the matter decided 
through legal proceedings. 

89-93 Court orders This proposal is to amend the Resources Safety 
Acts (including the PG Act) to broaden court 
order provisions, so these are more consistent 
between the Acts and are more comparable to 
those available under other contemporary 
safety and health frameworks such as the 
Work Health Safety legislation. 

106-110 Industrial manslaughter This proposes to amend the Resources Safety 
Acts (including the PG Act) to ensure that 
industrial manslaughter offences apply to 
whomever employs/engages or arranges for a 
worker to perform work and whose criminally 
negligent conduct caused the death of the 
worker (and a senior officer of such an entity).  

125-129 Maximising reporting of safety 
incidents – protection from 
reprisals 

• It is proposed to amend reprisal 
offence penalties to 1,000 penalty units 
so they are consistent with other 
Resource Safety Acts. 

• A definition of ‘detriment’ is also 
proposed to be provided in all of the 
Resources Safety Acts to ensure the 
meaning of the current provisions for 
reprisal offences is clear.  
 

129-135 Consistent board of inquiry offence 
provisions 
 

To ensure consistent provisions, the following 
proposals are suggested:  

• amend the Resources Safety Acts to 
replicate the Explosives Act provision 
to not impede or obstruct the board in 
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the exercise of its powers under 
section 722 of the PG Act.  

• remove the provisions which refer to 
insulting the board of inquiry from the 
PG Act. 

Minor/Consequential amendments 

187-199   

187-199 Requirement to give name and 
address 
 

This proposal suggests including the insertion 
of a penalty for s 757 for failing to state name 
or address of 40 penalty units. There would be 
a protection from liability provision (i.e. If they 
had a reasonable excuse or if they did not 
commit the suspected offence). 

 Disclosure of information  Section 67(3) of the RSHQ Act is proposed to 
be amended to broaden the meaning of 
‘prescribed entity’ to include the chief 
executive of a department, or agency of 
Queensland, the Commonwealth, or another 
State, that administers an Act about safety and 
health. This will allow information to be shared 
more broadly with entities that administer 
safety and health laws. This will work in 
conjunction with existing information sharing 
provisions under the PG legislation.  

197 Consequential amendments  Amendments are proposed across the 
Resources Safety Acts, including the PG Act, to 
include all identified outstanding 
consequential amendments related to the 
commencement of the RSHQ Act  
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